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Donald Trump looks on during a roundtable discussion with service members and their spouses in the Oval Office on Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2019, at the
White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky) President Donald Trump looks on during a roundtable discussion with service members and their spouses in the
Oval Office on Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 12, 2019, at the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky) WASHINGTON (AP) — The Trump administration
said Wednesday that it’s engaged in “conversations” with Democrats about a proposal to open up military service to people with mental health problems. Defense
Secretary Mark Esper said the administration will continue to talk to lawmakers and coordinate with the Democratic chairman of the House Armed Services Committee
about whether to allow more people, including veterans with mental illness, to serve. Esper said Wednesday that lawmakers have raised the issue of allowing more people
to join the military since the 1960s. ADVERTISEMENT “We’ve been engaged in that conversation throughout the years, with Congress and with the Department of Defense.
And we’re going to continue to have those conversations,” Esper told reporters at the Pentagon, where he was meeting with Army Gen. Mark Milley, the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff. “We’re going to continue to work together. I know the chairman would love to have those additional conversations. We’re looking forward to that,” he
said. Trump has said in the
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