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Anti-BeaconA .Businesses are used to getting their message out through advertising. Most of the time, they realize

through experience that they can push a product or service by using the universal appeal of catchy slogans.
However, the consumer has ways to push back. What if you were a smart parasite? Your goal would be to locate
and take over the brain of a gullible consumer. What if instead of destroying the consumer, you could actually
make them smarter? In a report from Nature’s Scientific American blog titled: Using Parasites to Reinvent Your
Brand, the author, describes a technique being used by scientists to create genetically modified bacteria that
helps farmers obtain high-yield crops by reducing pesticide use and improving their efficiency. The article goes on
to state that the technique involves transforming soil bacteria with genes taken from the soil-dwelling nematode.
The genetic material from the worm is combined with the bacteria and introduced to the crop. Many factors are
considered in order to create this relationship between the plant and the nematodes. The symbiosis relationship
must be well-balanced and the weight of the nematodes must not be to heavy for the crop. There must be a
proper atmosphere with adequate moisture and oxygen levels, as well as a symbiotic relationship that is beneficial
to both the bacteria and the plant. The bacteria must also be immune to the plant’s own defences. Once this is
achieved, the bacteria are introduced into the soil around the root of the plant and the nematodes in the soil are
injected into the plant. Once injected, the bacteria consume excess amounts of nitrogen which reduces the
amount of pesticides needed to grow the crops. It is believed that the nematodes consume organic matter and
convert it into nitrogen, which helps the crops to grow faster and reaches greater heights. It is also important to
note that the bacteria is non-toxic to the plant. The article also states that this is not limited to crops alone, but
can
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