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a good example is the fender rhodes. despite the fact the rhodes has been sampled many times,
colossus includes a unique vintage sounding rhodes you wont find anywhere else. colossus includes

15 gigs of new sounds recorded at ocean way studio b (24-bit), a new 2 gig piano recorded in
europe, and 15 gigs from the award winning range of quantum leap and eastwest titles (ew/ql

symphonic orchestra, ew steinway b piano, ql stormdrum, ql guitar and bass, ql 56 strat, ql hardcore
bass, ql ra, ql brass, ql voices of the apocalypse), all newly programmed with superior sound quality.
with colossus installed and authorised, you're now ready to get to work. as with the kompakt sample
library, colossus is supplied with 36 complete song tracks and a standalone 'main' track, for mix and

master duties. the song tracks are all named after the instruments sampled to create the sounds,
whilst the main track is named after the style of music that the sampled instrument is best suited to,

for example, "gnawa style". the sounds in colossus are organised into 'branches', which are
essentially folders. if you drag the folder containing the sounds that you wish to use into the

kompakt 'sound library' window, they will appear within the appropriate folder. whilst kompakt allows
you to load a large variety of external sample libraries, colossus is an internal library only. obviously,

there are two issues to consider. first, how do you get all the samples to load into the kompakt
library? the colossus cd-rom contains eight dvds with a total of 15 gigabytes of audio samples. so,

how can colossus be loaded into kompakt? the solution is simple, colossus is supplied with a
'main.kom' file which you can load into kompakt; this file contains the kompakt installation

parameters for colossus, and is a 'loader' for colossus. (it's not a stand-alone installer for colossus
but it is a mere 1,090kb file). second, how do you make sure that you only have the sounds you want

to use? the colossus sample library is divided into 'branches', with each branch containing a
collection of sounds related to one specific instrument or style of music. for example, the 'guitar'

branch contains the sampled sounds from the stratocaster, telecaster, les paul and bass guitar, while
the 'classical' branch contains the sampled sounds from the stradivarius violin, the j.s. rousseau

cello, the strigency harp, the besson contrabass and the besson or montavina harpsichord. although
colossus is supplied with a number of instruments and styles of music, the majority of the sample
sets are not complete ensembles - the sampled instruments rarely include a full complement of

string, brass and woodwind players. however, the sample sets do contain a number of full-sounding
instrumental ensembles, providing more than enough material for a wide range of genres.
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this is all very well, but
how does colossus sound?
to answer that question,

i've only used a small
selection of the available
instruments and styles.
my first impressions of
the 'sitar' samples were
particularly favourable.
the sampled sitar has a
plucky and percussive

character and the
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instrument was clearly
captured with a wide-

frequency response. i was
also impressed by the

broad variety of different
styles of indian music

represented in the sample
set. the instrument is,

however, somewhat basic
and lacks the crisp, clean

resonance of more
modern instruments such

as the violin. for those
users wanting an offline
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version of colossus, both
the dfd and wav (wave)

versions of the sound set
can be obtained direct
from east west. after

downloading, the files can
be installed within

kompakt and the process
of loading the sounds is
now, at least, a simple
matter of pressing the
'load' button. as a final

note, east west claim that
the audio of colossus is
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taken directly from the
kontakt player. i was a

little sceptical of this and,
given the size of colossus,
i wondered whether this
made any difference to
the sound quality but it
was, in fact, one of the

most pleasing aspects of
the sound set. i've

included a small example
of the sounds in the

player below (click to
open in a new window).
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so, there you have it -
colossus is certainly an
impressive set of gm
sounds and if you're

looking for a new set of
sounds for your kontakt

player then i can
recommend this east west
product. i'll be interested
to see how the creators
update the product over

the coming months.
5ec8ef588b
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