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du.ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) — An Anchorage police officer who
shot and killed a German tourist during a foot pursuit will not be
charged, the city's police chief said Thursday, but will be taking a
leave of absence. The fatal shooting on Wednesday was the first by an
Anchorage officer in a decade. A 9mm pistol was found in the
possession of the officer who shot and killed 34-year-old Gergory
Schumann when the officer found him carrying a bag containing
three knives. A medical examiner concluded that Schumann, who was
not armed, died of a stab wound in his chest and had at least one
other stab wound to his shoulder. "The officer was faced with a life-
threatening situation," said Capt. Kelly George, in a news conference.
He said the officer followed Schumann because he thought he might
be carrying a gun. George said the officer was armed with a service
weapon, and had been outfitted with a personal weapon after he
found the pedestrian was unarmed. Schumann was trying to travel to
a car rental in Anchorage, but instead of going to the rental location,
he headed toward Whittier Street and ended up in the park, George
said. "Schumann, the person who ran, stated that he was under the
influence of alcohol and he also stated that he did not want to be in
Alaska. He had made up his mind that he was not going to be here,"
he said. "Officer smelled alcohol and Schumann was unsteady when
he tried to walk. He was stumbling and falling as he was walking," he
said. "If the officer had followed up that direction and started walking
with him, he would have had no problem. However, the officer did
what he had to do to protect the community." George said Anchorage
police have had a good track record with involving Alaskans with
mental health issues. The officer who shot Schumann left a narrative
statement with the Alaska State Troopers, the agency that
investigates deadly officer-involved shootings in Alaska. George said
that he would not release that officer's name. George said
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